
2021 ER Award Nomination: Susan and Paul Zucker  

Name: Susan and Paul Zucker 
Beverly Shores Address: 6 South Merrivale 
Email: shzucker@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 773-710-9310 

Susan and Paul Zucker have a long-standing acquaintance with the dunes communities in Indiana 
and Michigan (Paul spent time in Beverly Shores as a child), as well as long-standing dedication 
to the work of the Shirley Heinze Land Trust, where they were first introduced to the concept of 
stewardship of the land. They bought their current large and steep parcel in Beverly Shores in 
2004 and occupied the stunning home they built there in 2012. From the beginning, Susan’s goal 
was to, “encourage the native woodland plants to reappear and flourish on our property.” She 
learned that native species are frequently overwhelmed by non-native invasive species but will 
reappear once the invasives are removed.  After learning about garlic mustard in Sand Tracks, 
Paul and Susan began in 2005 by pulling extensive amounts of it from their long-neglected, but 
fortunately little disturbed property.   

To help identify the existing flora on their property – both native and invasive - the Zuckers called 
upon both ERG’s Terry Bonace and Erdelac Land Management, in addition to consulting with 
experts at Shirley Heinze Land Trust.  The property evaluation indicated large populations of the 
invasives Winged Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus) and Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii), 
in addition to the aforementioned Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolate).  Fortunately, no Tree of 
Heaven (Ailanthus altissima).  

Knowing that just removing the invasives would not be quite enough to restore balance and that 
they would need to find and install additional native plants, Susan and Paul decided to tackle the 
property in a phased manner. Susan started with the area around the new house—an area which 
had been disturbed and “wounded” as the result of the construction—and proceeded to the area 
where the original house had been razed. Initially a landscape architect friend from Chicago 
assisted in sourcing and installing native plants.  Jim Erdelac assisted with surveying the entire 
almost 3 acre parcel and was retained to remove invasives.  Susan used Prairie Nursery in 
Westfield, WI, which specializes in native plants and seeds to provide plants. Later she added the 
Friends of the Dunes annual sale and Prairie Moon Nursery in MN as sources for natives.  Initially 
plants were used and some seeds, but ultimately plants worked best with the exception of 
butterfly weed which did well from seeds.   

These plants supplemented existing natives beginning to reappear. Now, in wooded areas, spring 
brings a variety of native beauties, including: Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis), Great White 
Trillium (Trillium grandiflorum), Prairie Trillium (Trillium recurvatum), Jack in the Pulpit (Arisaema 
triphyllum), Mayapple (Podophyllum peltatum), Trout Lily (Erythronium americanum), Spring 
Beauty (Claytonia virginica), Hepatica (Hepatica nobilis), and Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense).  
Susan has added Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum), Columbine (Aquilegia) and Lupine 
(Lupinus perennis) and hopes to introduce Dutchman’s Breeches (Dicentra cucullaria) and 
perhaps Dwarf Ginseng (Panax trifolius) to wooded areas.  In addition, New Jersey Tea 
(Ceanothus americanus), Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius), native pine trees and Bearberry 
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) have been added to the edges of the wooded areas.   



In a sunnier broad area, Susan planted the native Northern Bush Honeysuckle (Diervilla lonicera), 
not to be confused with the many invasive non-native honeysuckle varieties, as well as Bayberry 
(Myrica pensylvanica) shrubs.  Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), Lance-leaf Coreopsis 
(Coreopsis lanceolate) and Bee Balm/Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa), Blue False Indigo  (Baptisia 
australis), Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa), Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea), 
Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium), Nodding Pink Onion (Allium cernuum), Dense 
Blazingstar (Liatris spicata), Hoary Vervain (Verbena stricta),  and Spiderwort (Tradescantia 
ohiensis) among other plants have all been introduced.  Meanwhile natives such as various 
goldenrod, big leaf aster and native lily of the valley began to appear on their own on the edge 
of the sunny area.  The goal in this area is to create a haven for bees, butterflies, hummingbirds 
and goldfinches and as best as possible create a natural looking prairie in an area that was 
disturbed sand beginning to be overrun with black raspberry after the house was constructed.  
Susan sees an added benefit of seeds from these native plants being distributed throughout the 
community.   

Of course, the restoration project is ongoing. Problem areas include steep slopes where Susan is 
hesitant to remove established barberry for fear of destabilizing the dune.  Areas of decades old 
vinca vine on slopes need to be replaced with native ground cover and a neighbor’s Lily of the  
Valley evokes harsh words as it attempts to invade and overrun areas of native plants.   

Another challenge is that one of the most difficult invasive species to tackle has been the White-
tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus). This is actually a native species that has become invasive in 
certain parts of the United States, including here, where high densities of the deer over-browse 
native vegetation, preventing its regeneration. A few years ago Susan started to introduce 
primarily deer resistant natives, but nothing truly is deer resistant.  To give the tastiest natives a 
fighting chance, Susan covers them with chicken wire cloches she found at Gardener’s Supply 
Company. She has also tried cloches woven of natural fibers.   In past years “remedies” such as 
coyote urine, fishline and soap have been attempted.  As a last resort and because their home 
provides sweeping views, Susan often runs outside after the deer urging them to eat elsewhere, 
all much to Paul’s delight.   

Another problem is that some native plants out-compete others, take over the landscape and 
diminish the native plant diversity desired. Susan and Paul know that areas along their driveway, 
installed by others decades ago, need some attention in this regard.  As the Zuckers have known 
for a long time, stewardship of the natural ecosystem is a constant, ongoing process.  Paul and 
Susan’s goal from the beginning has been to leave their property in better condition than when 
they bought it and they plan projects each year to help them reach their goal. 

 



 

 

 

 


