
To: Terry Bonace 
From: Marilyn Klecka 
This past year my partner and I took on the project of restoring what we call our 
“park,” which consists of two 40,000 square foot (approx.) lots behind my family’s 
home at 23 Lake Shore County Road.  My family purchased the property in 1955 
and ran a summer Lithuanian resort called Villa Albra on the property from the 
mid-50s to the early 70s.  During that time, we charged families $1 per car to park 
in the “park,” enabling them to picnic and walk to the beach.  We built a new 
residential home on the property in 1985. 
Maintaining the land as a park and creating a better environment for our trees have 
been longstanding goals.  More recently, due to the information and 
encouragement in the Sandtracks newsletter, we have become aware of the 
invasive species plaguing the area. Therefore, to obtain guidance in restoring our 
lots and removing the unwanted plants, we contacted the ERG, who visited our 
property in April, 2017. Thanks in great part to their guidance, we have removed 
and continue to remove Japanese knotweed, butter burr, garlic mustard, privet, 
multiflora rose, burning bush, oriental bittersweet, lily of the valley, English ivy, 
and bush honeysuckle.   
While the project started slowly, it has ramped up significantly during the last 16 
months. In addition to removing the invasives, we have been mulching very deep 
layers of leaves and have removed or ground up large amounts of dead, rotting 
wood.  We have also cut down dead trees and smaller trees (less than 4”) to open 
up the canopy and provide a healthier environment for existing trees. 
We have acquired some helpful power tools along the way. One by one, as needed, 
we added a couple of chain saws, a leaf mulcher, a wood grinder, and a DR small 
tree cutter machine.  Soon, we will be adding a gas-powered line trimmer.  
We have made great use of the Porter County Compost site in Burns Harbor, where 
we dispose of tree limbs and branches and copious amounts of leaves.  To aid in 
this process, we invested in re-useable polypropylene, tarp-like bags to haul loads 
to the compost site in my Honda Civic (No, we do not have a truck, yet).  We also 
bring back from the compost site their beautiful black mulch to enrich the soil.  As 
an aside, we should also mention that we made good use of the town fall leaf pick 
up. 
We’ve also been busy planting.  We recently created a bed of mayflowers.  We also 
added ferns to one area that we cleared, and we’ve planted some shade grass and 
sweet woodruff. 



As for stumbling blocks, we’ve had a couple.  Perhaps the biggest challenge is 
keeping up with the removal of the brambles and leaves.  Cutting up and removing 
three huge trees that have randomly fallen on their own, two of which were 
neighbors’ trees, has also been challenging. Luckily several neighbors have been 
happy to take the majority of the cut wood for their fireplaces and stoves. 
Still under consideration as part of the restoration is the repair and/or upgrading of 
the vintage fence that runs along the Rogers side of our property. 
We are getting many compliments from our neighbors and those who use the busy 
Rogers and Coronado streets for walking and driving. 
Things we need to learn about:  

• Why do large trees that look healthy on the outside rot on the inside and fall 
unexpectedly? 

• What causes large amounts of moss to grow in what are otherwise grassy 
areas?   

• How can we prevent ant and mole infestations? 
• What are the best shade plants to place under trees? 


